
 

 

 Year 4 

 Spoken Word 

Taught 

Throughout Y4 

 Pupils should be taught to ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge.  

Pupils should be taught to use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary.  

Pupils should be taught to articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions.  

Pupils should be taught to give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings. 

 Pupils should be taught to maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments.  

Pupils should be taught to use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas.  

Pupils should be taught to speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English.  

Pupils should be taught to participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates.  

Pupils should be taught to gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s).  

Pupils should be taught to consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others.  

Pupils should be taught to select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 

 Text / Genre  Objectives Genre Progression 

 

Term 1 

Aladdin and the 

Enchanted Lamp 

by Philip Pullman 

Narrative 

(Traditional Tale) 

 

 

Writi

ng 

com

posit

ion 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about. (Y1) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by composing a sentence orally before writing it. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by sequencing sentences to form short narratives.(Y2)  

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense. .(Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils.(Y3).  

Pupils should be taught to read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher.(Y2) 

 

Wor

d / 

sent

ence 

/ 

text 

Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, when, before, after, while, so, because] (Y3) 

Adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, therefore] (Y3) 

Prepositions [for example, before, after, during, in, because of] (Y3) 

The grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s 

Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.]  

Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme 

Punc

tuati

on 

Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences (Y1) 

Commas to separate items in a list  (Y2) 

Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name (Y2) 

Use of inverted commas (Y3)  and other punctuation to indicate direct speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; end 

punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”]  

Apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name, the girls’ names]  

Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

 

Inviting an Author 

Non-Fiction (letter)  

Writi

ng 

com

posit

ion 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about. (Y1) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by composing a sentence orally before writing it. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils. (Y3) 

Pupils should be taught to read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. (Y2) 

Wor

d / 

sent

ence 

/ 

text 

 



Punc

tuati

on 

Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; 

end punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”]  

Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

 

 Grammar Focus 

   Different ways to construct sentences 

● I use compound and complex structures purposefully, e.g. to build description.  

● I use simple structures purposefully, e.g. to build suspense.  
● I recognise the main clause and subordinate clause within a sentence 

 

Must haves… 
● I use compound and complex structures purposefully.  
● I use simple structures purposefully. 

● I recognise the main clause and subordinate clause within a sentence.   

  



 Year 4 
 Text / Genre  Objectives Genre Progression 

Term 2 Journey by Aaron 

Becker 

Narrative 

(Adventure) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writi

ng 

com

posit

ion 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about.(Y1) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by composing a sentence orally before writing it.(Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by sequencing sentences to form short narratives.(Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense.(Y2)  

Pupils should be taught to discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils.(Y3) 

Pupils should be taught to read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher.(Y2) 

 

Wor

d / 

sent

ence 

/ 

text 

Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, when, before, after, while, so, because] (Y3) 

Adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, therefore] (Y3) 

Prepositions [for example, before, after, during, in, because of] (Y3) 

Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases  (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the 

strict maths teacher with curly hair) (Y3) 

Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.] 

 Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition 

Punc

tuati

on 

Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences (Y1) 

Commas to separate items in a list  (Y2) 

Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name (Y2) 

Use of inverted commas  (Y3) and other punctuation to indicate direct speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; end 

punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”] 

Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

BFG  

Narrative  

Writi

ng 

com

posit

ion 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about.(Y1) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by composing a sentence orally before writing it.(Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by sequencing sentences to form short narratives.(Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense.(Y2)  

Pupils should be taught to discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils.(Y3) 

Pupils should be taught to read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher.(Y2) 

 

Wor

d / 

sent

ence 

/ 

text 

Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.] 

Punc

tuati

on 

Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; 

end punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”]  

Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

 Grammar Focus 

    Nouns and noun phrases 

● I use apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession.  
● I use preposition to add greater detail to my noun phrase, e.g. the strict maths teacher with curly hair… 
● I use pronouns within and across sentences to avoid repetition and make my writing flow. 
● I carefully choose nouns for accuracy, e.g. pot, tub, box, container, holder. 
● I identify and use a range of determiners accurately. 

● I can use adverbs to complement my choice of adjectives, e.g. The princess was understandably upset. 
Must haves… 
● I use apostrophes to mark plural possession. 
● I use a/an correctly depending on the vowel sound.  

● I use pronouns within and across sentences to avoid repetition and make my writing flow. 

   Autumn Assessment Points 

   ● using commas after fronted adverbials  

● to use a range of prepositions correctly  



● to use a range of adverbs to add detail  

● paragraphs to group ideas around a theme  

  



 Year 4 
 Text / Genre  Objectives Genre Progression 
Term 3 The Great 

Chocoplot by 

Chris Callaghan 

Narrative (Mystery) 

 

 

 

Writi

ng 

com

posit

ion 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about.(Y1)  

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by composing a sentence orally before writing it. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by sequencing sentences to form short narratives. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils(Y3).  

Pupils should be taught to read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher(Y2) 

 

Wor

d / 

sent

ence 

/ 

text 

Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, when, before, after, while, so, because] (Y3) 

Adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, therefore] (Y3) 

Prepositions [for example, before, after, during, in, because of] (Y3 

Subordination (using when, if, that, because) and co-ordination (using or, and, but) (Y2) 

How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a statement, question, exclamation or command (Y1) 

Correct choice and consistent use of present tense and past tense throughout writing (Y1/2)  

Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict 

maths teacher with curly hair)(Y3) 

Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.] 

Punc

tuati

on 

Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences (Y1) 

Commas to separate items in a list  (Y2) 

Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name (Y2) 

Use of inverted commas  (Y3) and other punctuation to indicate direct speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; end 

punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”]  

Apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name, the girls’ names]  

Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

Wizards Of Once 

by Cressida 

Cowell 

Non-Fiction 

(Newspaper report) 

 

Writi

ng 

com

posit

ion 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about. (Y1) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by composing a sentence orally before writing it. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils. (Y2)  

Pupils should be taught to read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to draft and write by using organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader 

(for example, headings, bullet points, underlining) (Y2/3) 

 

Wor

d / 

sent

ence 

/ 

text 

Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, when, before, after, while, so, because] (Y3) 

Adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, therefore] (Y3) 

Prepositions [for example, before, after, during, in, because of] (Y3) 

The grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s 

Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases  (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the 

strict maths teacher with curly hair) (Y3) 

How words are related by meaning as synonyms and antonyms [for example, big, large, little]. (Y3) 

Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.] 

Punc

tuati

on 

Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences (Y1) 

Commas to separate items in a list  (Y2) 

Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name (Y2) 

Use of inverted commas  (Y3) and other punctuation to indicate direct speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; end 

punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”]  

Apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name, the girls’ names]  

Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

 Grammar Focus 

    Adverbials 

● I open sentences with an adverbial clause, e.g. 

   When he could no longer hold his breath, he swam to the surface.  

Must haves… 

● I open sentences with an adverbial clause. 

 

  



 Year 4  

 Text / Genre  Objectives Genre Progression 
Term 4 Sicily Holiday 

Brochure 

Non-Fiction 

(Persuasive 

writing) 

 

 

 

Writi

ng 

com

posit

ion 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about. (Y1) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by composing a sentence orally before writing it(Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense. (Y2)  

Pupils should be taught to discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils. (Y3) 

Pupils should be taught to read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to draft and write by using organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader 

(for example, headings, bullet points, underlining) (Y2/3) 

 

Wor

d / 

sent

ence 

/ 

text 

Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, when, before, after, while, so, because] (Y3) 

Adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, therefore] (Y3) 

Prepositions [for example, before, after, during, in, because of] (Y3 

Subordination (using when, if, that, because) and co-ordination (using or, and, but) (Y2) 

How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a statement, question, exclamation or command (Y1) 

Correct choice and consistent use of present tense and past tense throughout writing (Y1/2) 

How words are related by meaning as synonyms and antonyms [for example, big, large, little]. (Y3) 

 Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms [for example, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I 

done] 

Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme 

Punc

tuati

on 

Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences (Y1) 

Commas to separate items in a list  (Y2) 

 Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name (Y2) 

Once upon a 

Raindrop by 

James Carter 

Non-Fiction 

(Persuasive Script 

for a factual tour) 

 

Writi

ng 

com

posit

ion 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about.  

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by composing a sentence orally before writing it. 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense.  

Pupils should be taught to discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils.  

Pupils should be taught to read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 

Pupils should be taught to draft and write by using organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader 

(for example, headings, bullet points, underlining) (Y2/3) 

Wor

d / 

sent

ence 

/ 

text 

Subordination (using when, if, that, because) and co-ordination (using or, and, but) (Y2) 

How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a statement, question, exclamation or command (Y1) 

Correct choice and consistent use of present tense and past tense throughout writing (Y1/2)  

Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms [for example, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I 

done] 

Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme 



Punc

tuati

on 

Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences (Y1) 

Commas to separate items in a list  (Y2)  

Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name (Y2) 

 

 Grammar Focus 

   Verbs  

● I open sentences with a verb followed by a comma.  

● I use the present perfect form of verbs, e.g.He has gone out to play. Instead of - He went out to play.  

● I can identify and use modal verbs in my speech and writing, e.g. will, would, could, may, shall, should, must and ought. 

● I use the past perfect form of verbs, e.g.She had written a poem. Simple past: She wrote a poem.   

● I use a range of irregular verbs in the past tense, e.g. sought, strode, set, shed, hurt 

Must haves… 

● I use a range of irregular verbs in the past tense. 
● I use the present perfect form of verbs. 

● I can use the past perfect form of verbs. 
   Spring Assessment Points 

   ● increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters 
do not touch] 

● learning the grammar for years 3 and 4 in English Appendix 2 
● indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns  
● FANBOYS 
● inverted commas within punctuation  
● cohesion to avoid repetitions  

  



 Year 4 

 Text / Genre  Year 4 Objectives Genre Progression 
Term 5 The Whale by 

Ethan and Vita 

Murrow 

Narrative (Narrative 

– Mystery) 

 

 

 

Writi

ng 

com

posit

ion 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about. (Y1) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by composing a sentence orally before writing it. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by sequencing sentences to form short narratives. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense. (Y2)  

Pupils should be taught to discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils. (Y3) 

Pupils should be taught to read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. (Y2) 

 

Wor

d / 

sent

ence 

/ 

text 

Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, when, before, after, while, so, because] (Y3) 

Adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, therefore] (Y3) 

Prepositions [for example, before, after, during, in, because of] (Y3 

Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict 

maths teacher with curly hair) (Y3) 

How words are related by meaning as synonyms and antonyms [for example, big, large, little]. (Y3) 

Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.]  

Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition 

Punc

tuati

on 

Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences (Y1) 

Commas to separate items in a list  (Y2)  

Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name (Y2) 

Use of inverted commas(Y3) and other punctuation to indicate direct speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; end 

punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”]  

Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

 

The colour catcher  

Poetry  

Writi

ng 

com

posit

ion 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by sequencing sentences to form short narratives. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense. (Y2)  

Pupils should be taught to discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils. (Y3) 

Pupils should be taught to read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. (Y2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wor

d / 

sent

ence 

/ 

text 

The grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s 

Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict 

maths teacher with curly hair) 

Punc

tuati

on 

Apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name, the girls’ names] 

 

 

 

 

 Grammar Focus 

   Cohesion  

● I use paragraphs to organise around a theme (TiPToP). 

● I use nouns with similar meanings to vary my writing, e.g. The monster, beast, creature, figure, destroyer.   

● I use a range of sentence structures for effect,  including: complex; compound and short, simple. 

Must haves… 

● I use paragraphs to organise around a theme.  

● I use a range of sentence structures for effect. 

  



 Year 4 

 Text / Genre  Year 4 Objectives Genre Progression 
Term 6 Feast by Disney 

Narrative (Story) 

 

 

 

 

Writi

ng 

com

posit

ion 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about. 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by composing a sentence orally before writing it.  

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by sequencing sentences to form short narratives.  

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense.  

Pupils should be taught to discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils.  

Pupils should be taught to read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. 

 

Wor

d / 

sent

ence 

/ 

text 

Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, when, before, after, while, so, because] (Y3) 

Adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, therefore] (Y3) 

Prepositions [for example, before, after, during, in, because of] (Y3 

Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict 

maths teacher with curly hair) (Y3) 

Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.] 

 

 

Punc

tuati

on 

Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences (Y1) 

Commas to separate items in a list  (Y2)  

Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name (Y2) 

Use of inverted commas(Y3) and other punctuation to indicate direct speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; end 

punctuation within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”]  

Apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name, the girls’ names]  

Use of commas after fronted adverbials 

Digestion 

Explanation 

based on Gut 

Garden - A 

Journey into the 

Wonderful World 

of your 

Microbiome 

Non-Fiction 

(Explanation) 

 

Writi

ng 

com

posit

ion 

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about. (Y1)  

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by composing a sentence orally before writing it. (Y2)  

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils. (Y3) 

Pupils should be taught to read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. (Y2) 

Pupils should be taught to draft and write by using organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader 

(for example, headings, bullet points, underlining) (Y2/3) 

 

Wor

d / 

sent

ence 

/ 

text 

Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, when, before, after, while, so, because] (Y3) 

Adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, therefore] (Y3) 

Prepositions [for example, before, after, during, in, because of] (Y3) 

To use paragraphs as a way to group related material (Y3) 

Headings and sub-headings to aid presentation(Y3) 

Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms [for example, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I 

done] 

 

 

 

 

Punc

tuati

on 

Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences (Y1) 

Commas to separate items in a list  (Y2)  

Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name (Y2) 

 

 Grammar Focus 
   Punctuation  

● I use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech.   

● I use a comma after the reporting clause.   

● I use hyphens to modify and/or describe nouns, e.g.shiny-scaled dragon 

Must haves… 

● I use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech.   

● I use a comma after the reporting clause. 
I use commas to separate clauses in a sentence.   



   Summer Assessment Points 

   ● use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 accurately and appropriately when discussing their writing and reading 
● to use a range of subordinating conjunctions  

 

 


