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This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents about what to expect from remote education if local or national restrictions require entire bubbles to remain at home or the closure of school for all, except for those considered to be vulnerable or children of critical workers. 
For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, the section at the very end of this document which is on page 8. 
For more information regarding learning at our school visit: www.widdenprimaryschool.net 
The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 
A pupil’s first day of remote learning may look different from our standard school approach. This is in order to enable us to take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching. 
What should my child expect from immediate remote learning in the first day of bubbles closing or whole school remote learning? 
Class teachers will plan and set learning which continues to consolidate and build upon the knowledge and understanding your child possesses. We will endeavour to continue to deliver our school curriculum which is based on the expectations within the National Curriculum for Primary education.  
Work will be set by 9.00am and teachers will be available for the duration of the working day. In some cases teachers may notify children, via Class Dojo, that they are unavailable to respond for a period of time for training or in order to focus on assessment, planning and preparation for the following week. 
In some rare cases, bubbles may be closed suddenly as it may therefore not be possible to provide a full educational provision on the first day of remote learning. In such rare circumstances, further information will be provided by the school via TheSchoolApp. 
 
Following the first day of remote learning, will my child be taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in school? 
We will endeavor to plan and teach the school curriculum remotely wherever possible and appropriate. However, we may need to make some adaptations in some areas of learning. For example, teachers may focus more on levels of activity and engagement in PE rather than providing detailed feedback and they may alter the learning focus in Science where it is reasonably accepted that specialist equipment is needed.  
Reading remains a whole school priority and this will continue to be taught using eBooks, audio books and other electronic means. 
 
Remote teaching and study time each day 
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 
We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day: 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) = 3 hours per day 
Key Stage 1 (KS1) = 3 hours per day 
Key Stage 2 (KS2) = 4 hours per day 
If you have any concerns regarding this then please contact your child’s class teacher to discuss this further.  
Accessing remote learning 
How will my child access any online remote learning you are providing? 
Our primary platform for providing remote education is Class Dojo. This is a very popular website-browser and app-based education programme which is specifically designed for education. We believe this user-friendly platform is easy to navigate for children and safe to use. 
All children have been provided with a code to be able to log into their account. Please contact their teacher or the school office if you are unable to log in. 
Class Dojo also allows children to access their learning at any time of the school day. We recognise that many of our children are working on shared devices. This enables children to work through the learning when convenient and at their own pace. 
Our use of Class Dojo is complimented by a range of additional learning resources. 
However, the necessary links are always shared by the class teacher within Class Dojo. These resources include, but are not limited to, Rising Stars Reading Planet, YouTube, White Rose Maths, and Microsoft Teams. 
 
If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them to access remote education? 
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 
We have selected Class Dojo as our primary learning platform as we acknowledge that many of our children will access at least some of their learning via smartphone or tablet. 
However, if your child does not have access to WiFi and/ or a laptop then please share this information with your child’s class teacher. Where it is possible to do so, Widden Primary School will endeavour to provide a laptop or internet/WiFi dongle for the duration of remote learning.  
Any devices provided will be at the discretion of the school. Devices will be issued for the duration of the remote learning provision. Parents will be required to sign a contract and the devices remain property of Widden Primary School. 
It is the preference of the school that all children will access remote learning online. However, if you believe that this presents a significant ongoing challenge for your child then please contact Mr Dave Hill head@widden.gloucs.sch.uk if you would like to discuss this further. 
 	 
 
How will my child be taught remotely? 
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 
Learning will be set on Class dojo. This will include a combination of consolidation and learning activities which will help children to build on their learning. 
Activities which continue to build on pupils’ understanding will include an explanation and input which is pre-recorded. This enables pupils to access the learning at any time and provides them with support. 
Teachers may occasionally use pre-recorded teaching inputs from providers such as Oak National Academy or White Rose Maths. These inputs will only be used where they add particular value to the learning and build on carefully planned sequential learning. 
There is an expectation that reading will continue at home. This may be supported through remote learning in a number of ways. Children may be asked to record themselves reading and upload this for their teacher to hear. Amongst other resources, teachers may allocate home reading eBooks.  
We also provide live support drop in sessions each day. Pupils will have the option to discuss their learning with their class teacher using the Microsoft Teams platform. Details of the daily drop in classroom are shared within the class page on Class Dojo. 
 
Engagement and feedback 
What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as parents and carers should provide at home? 
Our expectation is that all pupils will engage with remote learning each school day. Children will be set a range of learning activities and we would like them to engage with these activities with the same effort as they would if they were present at school. 
Learning inputs and activities will be uploaded on Class Dojo at 9.00am each morning.  
Children may respond to activities and demonstrate their learning in a variety of ways. This may include record themselves, photographing and uploading work or recording their responses digitally. Sometimes, teachers may stipulate that they expect a specific type of response e.g. a photograph of extended writing. 
We will always try to plan learning which is accessible and can be child-led. This means that the role of a parent is generally to support children with their learning and to ensure that they have completed the learning activities each day. 
If parents would like to discuss their child’s learning or would like guidance in supporting a particular aspect of learning then we encourage them to contact the class teacher. This can be done through Class Dojo or by emailing them. Teachers’ email addresses can be found on the class pages of the Widden Primary School website: 
https://www.widdenprimaryschool.net/class-pages/ 
 
How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be informed if there are concerns? 
Teachers and school leaders will be monitoring remote education daily. They will record engagement and respond when pupils are not accessing the learning activities. 
When a child has not engaged with any learning for two days, the class teacher will phone parents to offer support. If there are concerns then teachers will share these with parents at this point. 
If we are seriously concerned about a lack of engagement then a member of the senior leadership team may also contact parents to offer support. 
Where children are regularly engaging with learning, teachers will continue to support them via Class Dojo.
 
How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 
Teachers will assess work formatively. This means they will use their professional judgement and experience to determine if each child understands the learning securely. This involves the teacher teaching new content in small sequential steps and ensuring that pupils are secure before they progress. 
Teachers will use a variety of methods to assess work and progress. The primary method will be checking completed tasks for evidence of progress and understanding. Teachers will then provide feedback on each piece of learning. Quizzes, open-ended tasks, independent tasks and projects may also be used to support assessment.  
All pupils will receive daily feedback from teachers. 
 
Additional support for pupils with particular needs 
How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from adults at home to access remote education? 
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), may find accessing remote education challenging without support from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents to support those pupils in the following ways: 
Our class teachers and SENDCo will be available to discuss learning needs, barriers to learning and recommend strategies to parents. If you would like to discuss your child’s special educational needs and/ or disability with the SENDCo then please contact Ms Catherine Newbury senco@widden.gloucs.sch.uk
Our teachers are regularly and carefully considering the design of learning activities to ensure that these are both accessible and specific to the needs of all children, but specifically for those with special educational needs and disabilities. The quality of the remote education provision at Widden is monitored regularly by the senior leadership team to ensure that what we offer enables all of our children to make progress. 
Teachers of younger children (particularly in Nursery, Reception and Year One) are particularly focusing on developing learning through embellished and real-world tasks. This includes a greater range of open-ended learning activities which require less input and support from parents but still enable children to learn and understand key concepts. 
For children a large number of children who are New To English (NTE) or children who speak English as an Additional Language (EAL) and are working at a lower than expected standard of language proficiency, we are providing additional 1:1 and small group support as children remotely engage with a specialist new to English language acquisition programme.  
 
Remote education for self-isolating pupils 
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 
If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote education differ from the approaches described above?  
If your child is self-isolating but their class or year group bubble remains in school then the delivery of remote education will differ slightly. However, the curriculum will largely remain the same as that which is being delivered in school. 
In these instances, work will be uploaded at the end of the school day. Essentially, children who are isolating will be working a day behind their peers but will be supported to catch up and consolidate this learning on their return to school. 
Teachers will continue to provide feedback and support for all work completed however, they may not be available to respond to isolating pupils during the school day. 
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